
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT QF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 




APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/873,709 


06/04/2001 


Lanny Gilbert 


36968/248468 


6728 



7590 



36192 

CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 GRIFFIN ROAD SOUTH 
BLOOMFIELD, CT 06002 



01/09/2004 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, TOAN D 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2665 

DATE MAILED: 01/09/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/873,709 



Examiner 

Toan D Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

GILBERT, LAN NY 



Art Unit 

2665 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

. 1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 June 2001 . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )K The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a>n All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Oath/Declaration 

1. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is required. See 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not identify the mailing address of each inventor. A mailing address is an address 
at which an inventor customarily receives his or her mail and may be either a home or 
business address. The mailing address should include the ZIP Code designation. The 
mailing address may be provided in an application data sheet or a supplemental oath or 
declaration. See 37 CFR 1.63(c) and 37 CFR 1.76. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1 line 10, it is suggested to change "at least one participant." to — the at least 
one participant. — 

In claim 12 line 8 5 it is suggested to change "at least one participant destination" to — the 
at least one participant destination — . 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 5, 8, 10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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In claim 5 line 1, recited the limitation "the at least one participant party destination" lack 
clear antecedent basis. 

In claim 8 line 1, recited the limitation "the at least one participant party destination" lack 
clear antecedent basis. 

In claim 10 line 1, recited the limitation "the at least one participant party destination" 
lack clear antecedent basis. 

In claim 12 line 9, recited the limitation "the host party destination" lack clear antecedent 

basis. 

In claim 13 line 2, recited the limitation "the host party destination" lack clear antecedent 

basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-8, 11 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wu (U.S. Patent 6,275,575 Bl) in view of Sun et al. (U.S. Patent 6,501,740 Bl). 

For claim 1, Wu discloses method and system for coordinating and initiating cross- 
platform telephone conferences, said system comprising: 

a call control engine for receiving a future audio conference request from the host party 

/ 

(figure 1, col. 5 lines 25-29 and col. 5 lines 45-53); 
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a conference call database having a plurality of entries, wherein the future audio 
conference request is stored in one of entries (figure 1, col. 5 lines 26-29); 

a call facility for making audio connections, according to the future audio conference 
request, to the host party and at least one participant (figure 1, col. 5 line 64 to col. 6 line 6). 

However, Wu does not disclose a call bridging facility for bridging the audio connections 
between the host party and at least one participant. In an analogous art, Sun et al. disclose a call 
bridging facility for bridging the audio connections between the host party and at least one 
participant (figure 3, col. 3 lines 11-12). 

One skilled in the art would have recognized a call bridging facility to use the teachings 
of Sun et al. in the system of Wu. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention, to use the call bridging facility as taught by Sun et al. in 
Wu's system with the motivation being to accept and/ or establish calls for a named 
teleconference for a predetermined list of participants, each of whom would be authenticated by 
submitting a prearranged password using DTMF signals upon a recorded audio prompt from the 
bridge (col. 3 lines 12-18). 

For claim 2, Wu discloses further comprising a timer facility for setting a timer for the 

/ 

future audio conference request (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 30-31). 

For claim 3, Wu discloses wherein the future audio conference request includes a future 
meeting time, a host destination, and at least one participant destination (figure 4A-C, col. 8 line 
24 to col. 9 line 29). 

For claim 4, Wu discloses wherein the host destination is a telephone number (figure 3, 
col. 8 lines 7- 9). 
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For claim 5, Wu discloses wherein the at least one participant party destination is a 
telephone number (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 7-14 and col. 8 line 63 to col. 9 line 11). 

For claim 6, Wu discloses wherein the audio connections are made through a public 
switched telephone network (figure 1, col. 5 lines 12-13). 

For claim 7, Wu discloses wherein the host destination is an e-mail address (figure 4B, 
col. 9 lines 12-17). 

For claim 8, Wu discloses wherein the at least one participant party destination is an 
e-mail address (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 28-31 and col. 8 line 63 to col. 9 line 1 1). 

For claim 11, Wu discloses wherein the audio connections are made through the Internet 
(figure 1, col. 7 lines 5-8). 

For claims 19 and 20, Wu discloses method and system for coordinating and initiating 
cross-platform telephone conferences, the method comprising: 

receiving a future audio conference call request from the host party (col 5 lines 45-53), 
wherein the future audio conference request includes 

a future meeting time (col. 8 lines 28-31); 

a host party destination (col. 8 lines 24-31 and col. 8 lines 63-65), and 
at least one participant party destination (col. 8 lines 38-62); 

storing the future audio conference call request in a database entry (col. 5 lines 45-53); 
retrieving the database entry at the future meeting time (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 41-62); 
connecting the host party destination at the future meeting time (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 

41-65); 

connecting the at least one participant party destination (col. 8 line 65 to col. 9 line 1 1). 
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However, Wu does not disclose bridging the host party destination to the at least one 
participant party destination. In an analogous art, Sun et al. disclose bridging the host party 
destination to the at least one participant party destination (figure 3, col. 3 lines 1 1-12). Sun et al. 
disclose further wherein bridging the host party destination to the at least one participant party 
destination is accomplished on a telephone switch (figure 3, col. 3 lines 10-12 as set forth in 
claim 20). 

One skilled in the art would have recognized a call bridging facility to use the teachings 
of Sun et al. in the system of Wu. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention, to use the call bridging facility as taught by Sun et al. in 
Wu's system with the motivation being to accept and/ or establish calls for a named 
teleconference for a predetermined list of participants, each of whom would be authenticated by 
submitting a prearranged password using DTMF signals upon a recorded audio prompt from the 
bridge (col. 3 lines 12-18). 

For claim 21, Wu discloses wherein connecting the host party destination is 
accomplished through the Internet (figure 1, col. 7 lines 5-8). 

For claim 22, Wu discloses further comprising 

setting a timer (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 28-31), and 

associating the timer to the database entry (col. 8 lines 38-59). 

For claim 23, Wu discloses method and system for coordinating and initiating cross- 
platform telephone conferences, the computer program for use in: 

receiving a future audio conference call request from the host party (col. 5 lines 45-53), 
wherein the future audio conference request includes 
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a future meeting time (col. 8 lines 28-31) 

a host party destination (col. 8 lines 24-31 and col. 8 lines 63-65), 
at least one participant party destination (col. 8 lines 38-62); 

storing the future audio conference call request in a database entry (col 5 lines 45-53); 
retrieving the database entry at about the future meeting time (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 41- 



connecting the host party destination (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 41-65); 

connecting the at least one participant party destination (col. 8 line 65 to col. 9 line 11). 

However, Wu does not disclose bridging the host party destination to the at least one 
participant party destination. In an analogous art, Sun et al. disclose bridging the host party 
destination to the at least one participant party destination (figure 3, col. 3 lines 1 1-12). 

One skilled in the art would have recognized a call bridging facility to use the teachings 
of Sun et al. in the system of Wu. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention, to use the call bridging facility as taught by Sun et al. in 
Wu's system with the motivation being to accept and/ or establish calls for a named 
teleconference for a predetermined list of participants, each of whom would be authenticated by 
submitting a prearranged password using DTMF signals upon a recorded audio prompt from the 
bridge (col 3 lines 12-18). 

For claim 24, Wu discloses wherein the program is for further use in: 

setting a timer (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 28-31), and 

associating the timer to the database entry (col. 8 lines 38-59). 



62); 
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6. Claims 12-14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wu (U.S. Patent 6,275,575 Bl) in view of Boyle et al. (U.S. Patent 6,421,324 Bl). 

For claim 12, Wu discloses method and system for coordinating and initiating cross- 
platform telephone conferences, the method comprising: 

connecting to a server, wherein the server being capable of setting up audio connection 
between the host party and the at least one participant party (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 41-49); 

inputting a future meeting time (col. 8 lines 28-31); and 

transmitting the future meeting time, the host destination, and at least one participant 
destination to the server (figure 8, col. 10 lines 6-22), wherein the server is for connecting the 
host party destination to the at least one participant destination at the future meeting time (figure 
4A, col. 8 lines 38-49). 

However, Wu does not disclose inputting a host destination and inputting at least one 
participant destination. In an analogous art, Boyle et al. disclose inputting a host destination 
(figure 1, col. 5 lines 43-61) and inputting at least one participant destination (col. 6 line 42 to 
col. 7 line 11). 

One skilled in the art would have recognized inputting a host destination to use the 
teachings of Boyle et al. in the system of Wu. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to use the host destination as taught by Boyle 
et al. in Wu's system with the motivation being to provide a user or subscriber predefines one or 
more conferencing groups, such as providing a list of all telephone numbers (referred to as 
directory numbers ("DNs") which are to be included in any particular conferencing or 
broadcasting group (col. 5 lines 23-27). 
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For claim 13, Wu discloses receiving a notification at the host party destination, and 
responding to the notification at the host party destination (figure 9A, col. 10 lines 27-30). 

For claim 14, Wu discloses wherein inputting the host destination comprises inputting a 
telephone number (figure 3, col. 8 lines 7- 9). 

For claim 16, Wu discloses further comprising displaying a web page on a screen (figure 
2A, col. 7 lines 20-25), wherein the web page accepting inputs for: 

the future meeting time (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 30-31), 

the host destination (figure 4A, col. 8 lines 63-65), and 

the at least one participant destination (col 8 line 65 to col. 9 line 11). 

For claim 17, Wu discloses further comprising using a radiotelephone for inputting the 
future meeting time (col. 8 lines 4-14). 

For claim 18, Wu discloses further comprising using a computing device for connecting 
to the server (col. 8 lines 24-49). 

7. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu (U.S. 
Patent 6,275,575 Bl) in view of Sun et al. (U.S. Patent 6,501,740 Bl) further in view of 
Doganata et al. (U.S. Patent 6,282,278 Bl). 

For claims 9 and 10, Wu in view of Sun et al. do not disclose wherein the host destination 
is an Internet Protocol address. In an analogous art, Doganata et al. disclose wherein the host 
destination is an Internet Protocol address (col. 4 line 65 to col. 5 line 7). Doganata et al. disclose 
further wherein the at least one participant party destination is an Internet Protocol address (col. 
5 lines 9-14 as set forth in claim 10). 
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One skilled in the art would have recognized an Internet Protocol address to use the 
teachings of Doganata et al. in the system of Wu. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to use the Internet Protocol address as 
taught by Doganata et al. in Wu's system with the motivation being to provide the Audio Control 
Manager to maintain a connection configuration for every conference service provider (col. 4 
lines 65-67). 

8. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu (U.S. Patent 
6,275,575 Bl) in view of Boyle et al. (U.S. Patent 6,421,324 Bl) further in view of Doganata et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,282,278 Bl). 

For claim 15, Wu in view of Boyle et al do not disclose wherein inputting the host 
destination comprises inputting an Internet Protocol address. In an analogous art, Doganata et al. 
disclose wherein inputting the host destination comprises inputting an Internet Protocol address 
(col. 4 line 65 to col. 5 line 7). 

One skilled in the art would have recognized an Internet Protocol address to use the 
teachings of Doganata et al. in the system of Wu. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to use the Internet Protocol address as 
taught by Doganata et al. in Wu's system with the motivation being to provide the Audio Control 
Manager to maintain a connection configuration for every conference service provider (col. 4 
lines 65-67). 

Contact Information 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan D Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305-0140. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday (7:00AM-4:30PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Huy Vu can be reached on 703-308-6602. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-9600. 

Toan D. Nguyen 



